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EASTERN ENCLOSURE



“Among the gold mines of the inland plains between 
the Limpopo and Zambezi rivers there is a fortress 
built of stones of marvelous size, and there appears 
to be no mortar joining them.... This edifice is almost 
surrounded by hills, upon which are others 
resembling it in the fashioning of stone and the 
absence of mortar, and one of them is a tower more 
than 12 fathoms high.”





“The natives of the country call these edifices 
Symbaoe, which according to their language signifies 
court.”
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AFRICANS
ABSOLUTELY, DEFINITELY NOT SUB-SAHARAN
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SHONA
Bantu language commonly spoken in Zimbabwe and 
southern Zambia. Shona language dialects include 
Zezuru, Karanga, Manyika, Ndau and Korekore



Dzimba-dza-mabwe
Translated from the Karanga dialect of Shona as "large 
houses of stone"

Dzimba-hwe
Translated from the Zezuru dialect of Shona as "venerated 
houses." Usually applied to the houses or graves of chiefs
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ZIWA



KHAMI



DANAMOMBE



ZIMBABWE
Center of power for royalty and elite. Physical residence 
for royalty. Hub of economic system and activity (trade 
and taxation). 
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KINGDOM OF MUTAPA



AD 1430–1760





THE END


