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CULTURAL
CHARACTERISTICS




© MOUNDS

Slatform (flat topped), bunal (conical), earthworks
([geometric, etc), mound complexes
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@ MAIZE

N
N

<ed

0UQ

Ntensive maize (com) pased agriculture, Closely

0 the emergence of Mississipplan culture

NOUt the entire migwest & soutneast,
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€ SHELL TEMPERED POTTERY

Vississipplans used rverne (or more rarely marnne)
shells as temper In thelr pottery.



[EMPER?









O WIDESPREAD TRADE

—x{remely widespread trade networks that reached
far to the west (rockies), the north (Great Lakes), east
Atlantic), and south (Gult of Mexico). Possible
avidence of trade colonies even turther







© SOCIAL COMPLEXITY

Complex chiefdoms, evidence of soclal stratification
and soclal Inequalty. Centralized control of compineo
political and religious power In the hands of only a

few elite (or one)



CHIEFDOMS?




O SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY

One major mound center has clear influence (or
direct control) over a numoer of smaller mound
centers









7 RYIH

Southeastermn Ceremonial Complex (Southem Cult)
Seler system, cosmology, symiools, and assoclated
Mnaternal culture snared py Mississippian peoples
Some are redefining as "Mississipplan Ideclogical
Nteraction spners’




SOUTHEAST CEREMONIAL COMPLEX

COSMOLOGY




ABOVE WORLD

Home of the [hunderers, the sun, Moon, and Moming
otar or Red Horn. Representative of order and stapility

MIDDLE WORLD

ne world wnere humans peing live and on wnhich they
nave Impact

BENEATH WORLD

Cold, dark place of chaos. Home to the undenwater
oanther and the com mother ("Old VWoman \Who Never
Dies’)




AXIS MUN
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MOTIFS & SYMBOLS




BIRDMAN

ong life, tfamily nealt
oupermatural orngin |

—alcon. Avatar of a warrior. Object of supplica

N, and lo

N the Up

lonN Tor

Ng line of descer

ner VWorlo

dants












REDHORN

—Red Hom was one of the 1ve sons of Earthmaker
wnhom the Creator tashioned with nis own Nands anao
sent 1o eartn 1o rescue mankind, He contested botn

glants and weater spirts, and led warparties against
the ad spints wno plagued mankind,







GREAT SERVANTS

Denizens of the Beneatn VWorld - In constant struggle
with the Thunderers (birdman or falcon) of the Above
Vvorld., Dangerous beings - but also source of great
DOWEr
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CHUNKEY

—xtremely nigh stakes game (associated with
gambling). Possitle mythological overtones.
continues on after European contact













© EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN :1000-1200 AD
@ IDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN - 1200-1400 AD

© LATE MISSISSIPPIAN : 1400-CONTACT



@ EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN

Different groups abandoned trioal ifieways for
Ncreasing complexity, sedentism, centralization, and
agriculture. Rapid population growth In major centers




@ MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN

Helght of the Mississippian perod. Expansion of
argest ceremonial center (Canhokia). Full extent of the
ooutheast Ceremonial Complex.




© LATE MISSISSIPPIAN

Collapse of the Mississiopian culture. Period
characterized by Increasing wartare, political turmoall,
and population movement. Sharp decrease In
moundpulding - many centers anandoned,
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REGIONAL
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CAHOKIA

O LARGEST & MOST INFLUENTIAL MISSISSIPPIAN CENTER

O ATITS HEIGHT, CAHOKIA COVERED 6 SQUARE MILES AND HAD
AT LEAST 120 MOUNDS

© CONTINUALLY OCCUPIED FROM CA. 600-1300 AD
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COLLAPSE



© ENVIRONMENTAL

0ssitle overnunting and deforestation. In addition,
mate change could have aggravated etfects of

C
C

‘0SIoN due to deforestation, and agverse

tne cultivation of maize, on which the com
depended.

v affecteo

Uity



@ WARFARE

otress (poltical and resource) from new populations
moving INto the area caused wartare.
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© DISEASE

ncredible population density results In helghtened
Nstances o diseases and favorapie environment 1or
transition




VANISHED?



Alabama
Apalachee
Caddo
Cherokee
Chickasaw
Choctaw
Muscogee
Creeek
Quapaw
Tunica-Bilox
Yuch

Guale
Hitchiti

Houma

Kansa
Missouria
Mobilian
Natchez

Dsage
Seminole
Yamasee






THE END



