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v THE LEAD DISTRIBUTION IS UNIFORM AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED 
FROM LIFETIME LEAD INGESTION

LEAD COULDN'T HAVE ACCUMULATED DURING THE FEW MONTHS 
THE MEN WERE AT SEA BEFORE THEY DIED

u

w THERE IS NO EVIDENCE FOR A SUDDEN MASSIVE INCREASE IN 
LEAD DURING THE LATTER PART OF INDIVIDUAL'S LIFE
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TIMELINE



MAY, 1845 - FRANKLIN EXPEDITION SETS SAIL FROM ENGLAND

JULY, 1845 - LAST SIGHTING OF EXPEDITION BY EUROPEANS (BAFFIN BAY)

1845-1846 - EXPEDITION WINTERS ON BEECHY ISLAND

1846 - EXPEDITION LEAVES BEECHY AND SAILS TOWARDS KING WILLIAM ISLAND

SEPTEMBER, 1846 - SHIPS TRAPPED IN ICE OFF OF KING WILLIAM ISLAND

1846-1847 - EXPEDITION WINTERS ON KING WILLIAM ISLAND

JUNE, 1847 - FRANKLIN DIES

1847-1848 - EXPEDITION WINTERS ON KING WILLIAM ISLAND

APRIL, 1848 - EREBUS & TERROR ABANDONED AFTER NEARLY 2 YEARS TRAPPED IN ICE

MAY, 1847 - DATE OF FIRST DISCOVERED NOTE…”ALL WELL”

APRIL, 1848 - DATE OF SECOND NOTE
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1850 - INUIT BOARD AN ICEBOUND, ABANDONED SHIP OFF KING WILLIAM ISLAND

1850 - INUIT SEE 40 MEN WALKING SOUTH ON KING WILLIAM ISLAND

1851 - INUIT HUNTERS SEE 4 MEN TRYING TO HEAD SOUTH, LAST VERIFIED SIGHTING       

1852-1858 - INUIT MAY HAVE SEEN CROZIER AND ONE OTHER SURVIVOR MUCH 
FURTHER SOUTH IN THE BAKER LAKE AREA       

1852-1858 - JOHN RAE INTERVIEWS LOCAL INUIT, WHO GIVE HIM ITEMS FROM THE 
EXPEDITION AND TELL HIM THE MEN STARVED TO DEATH, AFTER RESORTING TO 
CANNIBALISM
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
CONCLUSIONS



PNEUMONIA
(EXTRAPULMUNARY) TUBURCULOSIS
LEAD POISONING CONTRIBUTED
SCURVY
STARVATION
HARSH ARCTIC CONDITIONS
INEXPERIENCE



3 NOTEWORTHY 
OUTCOMES





We think that we can fairly make out the account 
between the cost and results of these Arctic 
Expeditions, and ask whether it is worth while to risk 
so much for that which is so difficult of attainment, 
and when attained, is so worthless 

The Athenaeum, 1 October 1859  
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THE END


