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PALEOLITHIC

~erod INn human history rom the earliest hominia tool
Use to the end of the Hleistocene (ca. 10,000 yrs 8.1
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© [OWER PALEOLITHIC: 2.6 MYA-300 KA
@ IDDLE PALEOLITHIC: 300-30 KA

© UPPER PALEOLITHIC: 30-10 KA




© UPPER PALEOLITHIC: 30-10 KA




PLEISTOCENE



PLEISTOCENE

A geological epoch which lasts from ca. 2.5 MYA 10
ca. 11 KA (11,700 to be precise)



O RISS/WOLSTONIAN: ca. 325-130 KA
® RISS/WURM INTERGLACIAL: ca. 130-114 KA

© WURM/WEICHSELIAN: ca. 110-11 KA




© WURM/WEICHSELIAN: ca. 110-11 KA
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_LAST GLACIAL MAXIMUM




LAST GLACIAL MAXIMUM



LAST GLACIAL MAXIMUM

Coldest phase of the last glacial pernod, which lasteo
from ca. 24,5600 to ca. 17,000 BC (being coldest at
the end), betore a relatively rapid perod of warming.




NOT ALWAYS LIKE THIS
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© UPPER PALEOLITHIC: 30-10 KA
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© UPPER PALEOLITHIC: 30-10 KA




BEHAVIORAL MODERNITY



BEHAVIORAL MODERNITY

lermm used to refer to cultural anc

distinguish us (Moc

Dehavioral traits wnicn

e humans)

TOM OUr aNCEeSstors



© EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF/BEHAVIOR
PRESENGE OF INTENTIONAL BURIALS

© ARTISTIC EXPRESSION
AND ROCK ART

© EVIDENCE OF LONG DISTANCE TRADE
RARE COMMODITIES (SUCH AS OCHRE)



© EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF/BEHAVIOR BASED ON THE
PRESENCE OF INTENTIONAL BURIALS



© EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF/BEHAVIOR BASED ON THE
PRESENCE OF INTENTIONAL BURIALS

© ARTISTIC EXPRESSION IN THE FORM OF BRACELETS, BEADS,
AND ROCK ART



© EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF/BEHAVIOR BASED ON THE
PRESENCE OF INTENTIONAL BURIALS

© ARTISTIC EXPRESSION IN THE FORM OF BRACELETS, BEADS,
AND ROCK ART

© EVIDENCE OF LONG DISTANCE TRADE BETWEEN GROUPS FOR
RARE COMMODITIES (SUCH AS OCHRE)



UPPER PALEOLITHIC REVOLUTION



UPPER PALEOLITRIC REVOLUTION

—mergence of benavioral modemity. Key indicators of
soclal and technological complexity among anatomically
MOodem numan populations in europe




UPPER PALEQLITRIC REVOLUTION

—Mmergence of benavioral modemity. Key Indicators of
soclal and technological complexity among anatomically
MOJdem human populations In Europe




NATOMICALLY MODERN HUMAN




NEANDERTHALS
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SOCIAL
CHARACTERISTICS




@ INCREASED ECOLOGICAL RANGE

Occupled and exploted a much wider range

Of
NO

Napitats (so

th and eas

—vidence of afar ¢

me quite ex

reme). Further

Cthan any D

eVIoOUsS hominias.
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@ (STONE TOOL) TECHNOLOGY

oophisticated stone tool traditions |

OlsS more

on these later), Construc

oN Of cor

NPIEX

shelters and clothing (for protection against

harsh environments)















€ SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

L ong distance trade of (exotic) raw materials
[some found up to 1000 km from ItS
source). semi-year round settlements
Milages) with nigh population density.




@ SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION

[he apiity 1o express ideas and concepts
sympolically. Cave panting, animal and
human figurines (bone, clay stone, antler,

and Mory), engraving/drawing, jewelry. Burial

(it
eg

N associated grave goods) becomes a
Ular cultural feature,




CAVE PAINTINGS
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ROTTE DES ESPELUGUE




ENUS OF WILLENDOR
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THE VENUS OF HOHLE FELS
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UPPER PALEOLITRICH TOOL
TRADITIONS

Aurgnacian, Gravettian, solutrean,
& Magdalenian




TOOL TRADITION?



TOOL TRADITION

Distinct family of different types of stone tools
[sometimes Including unique fintknapping technigues).
Often associated with a speciic archasological culture




ARCHAEOLOGICAL CULTURE?



ARCHAEOLOGICAL CULTURE

—ecognizable and recurring assemblage of artifacts
from a specifiic time and place. Thougnt to constitute
the material culture remains of a particular past numan
sSoclety or group




AURIGNACIAN



AURIGNACIAN

AN archaeclogical culture (with distinct stone too
fradition) dating from ca. 45 ka to ca. 35 ka located In
—Urope and southwest Asia




.

Aurig

nacian culture
47,000 - 41,000 years ago

Area of aurignacian presence - Mountains
W Principal sites

- Maximum extent of land

Maximum extent of glaciers

Extent of land in aurignacian ti

v

\
Principal sites 6. Languedoc 13. Venice 20. Eastern Slovakia ‘ 26
7. Provence 14. Meuse-Rhine  21. Transylvania
1. Eastern Spain 8. Liguria 15. Swabia 22. Ukraine-Moravia
2. Cantabria 9. Central Italy  16. Lower Austria  23. Don Valley
3. Pyrenees 10. Adriatic 17. Moravia 24. Crimea
4. Aquitaine 11. Bosnia 18. Silesia 25. Greece
5. Burgundy 12. Slovenia 19. Bukk mountains 26. Levantine Aurignacian/
















GRAVETTIAN



GRAVETTIAN

Archaeological culture of the european Upper
Paleolithic, dating from 28 ka to 22 ka. Closely
assoclated with big-game hunting (oison, horse,
reindeer and mammotn)
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SOLUTREAN




SOLUTREAN

Archaeological culture of the european Upper
Paleclithic - assoclated primarnly with southwesterm
—Urope. Dating from 22 kato 17 ka.




La culture solutréeenne en Europe
- 20 000 ~ - 15 000

Zone de présence solutréenne
 Sites principaux

Principaux sites
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. Vale Comprido

. Casa da Moura

. La Pileta

. El Parpallo

. Grotte Chufin

. Isturitz

. Roc de Sers

. Le Placard

. Fourneau du Diable
. Combe-Sauniere
. Les Maitreaux

. Solutré

. Oulon

. La Salpetriere
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MAGDALENIAN



MAGDALENIAN

One of the last archaeoclogical cultures of the European
Joper Paleclithic. Found widely throughout Europe
(leastern and westemn). Dating between 18 ka and 10
<a.













THE END



