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➊
First Nations peoples were too primitive to have built 
the mounds and produced the beautiful stone, 
metal, and ceramic artifacts attributed to the 
moundbuilders.



“He was never known voluntarily to engage in an 
enterprise requiring methodological labor; he dwells in 
temporary and movable habitations, he follows the 
game in their migrations. To suppose that such a 
race threw up the symmetrical mounds which crown 
so many of our river terraces is as preposterous, 
almost, as to suppose that they built the pyramids in 
Egypt.” 

J.W. Foster, President of the Chicago Academy of Sciences (1873)



“It is absurd to suppose a relationship or connection 
between the original barbarism of these Indians and 
the civilization of the moundbuilders” 

J.D. Baldwn, Ancient America (1894)



➋
The mounds and associated artifacts were much 
more ancient than even the earliest remnants of First 
Nations culture



“Indian antiquities are always either on, or a very small 
distance below the surface, unless buries in some 
grave; whilst articles evidently belonging to that 
people who raised our mounds, are frequently found 
many feet below the surface, especially in river 
bottoms.” 

Caleb Atwater, Antiquities Discovered in the Western States (1820) 



➌
Stone tablets had been found in the mounds that 
bore supposed inscriptions in European, Asian, or 
African alphabets



CAVE CREEK MOUND



GRAVE CREEK MOUND STONE



NEWARK EARTHWORK











BAT CREEK INSCRIPTION



COOK FARM MOUND TABLET



First Nations peoples were not building mounds 
when first contacted by European explorers and 
settlers. When asked who made the mounds, they 
professed complete ignorance

➍



“...all the tribes uniformly say that when their 
ancestors arrived in the West, in order to settle in 
seclusion, they found the ruins there such as we see 
them today” 

François, René Vicompte de Chateaubrians (1801)



Metal artifacts made of iron, silver, ore-derived 
copper, and various allows had been found in the 
mounds

➎
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Vikings Egyptians

Israelites Greeks

Chinese Polynesians

Welsh Phoenicians

Tartars Saxons

Africans Mexicans

Members of the Hernando de Soto Expedition Prince Madoc

Atlanteans (+ other lost continent citizens) God



EPHRAIM GEORGE SQUIEREDWIN HAMILTON DAVIS





Ancient Monuments of the  
Mississippi Valley (1848)



“With no hypothesis to combat or sustain, and with a 
desire only to arrive at truth, whatever its bearing 
upon received theories and current prejudices, 
everything like mere speculation has been avoided”













THE MYSTERY 

“SOLVED”



CYRUS THOMAS



CYRUS THOMAS
WELL RESPECTED ENTOMOLOGIST FROM ILLINOIS

(1825-1910)

1882  - HIRED TO DIRECT DIVISION OF MOUND EXPLORATION 
(WITHIN THE BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY)

$5000 OF THE $25000 BAE BUDGET BE DEVOTED TO SOLVING 
THE MOUND-BUILDER MYSTERY





THE END


