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HIEROGLYPHICS
(from the Greek) hieroglyphikos - “sacred writing.” 
Formal script: religious works (tomb inscriptions, 
etc), state documents (king lists, etc), and 
monumental inscriptions.



RELIGIOUS WORKS (BIOGRAPHIES)



RELIGIOUS WORKS (MAGICAL TEXTS)



STATE DOCUMENTS



STATE DOCUMENTS



MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS



MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS



LOGOGRAMS

STRUCTURE OF HIEROGLYPHS
PHONETIC/ALPHABETIC
symbols that represent sounds (that are read 
independently of the symbol’s visual characteristic)

a symbol which represents a word or a morpheme 
(the smallest gramatical unit of language)



UNBREAKABLE



UN   BREAK   ABLE

a bound 
morpheme 
signifying 

"not"

The root, a free 
morpheme

a free 
morpheme 

signifying "can 
be done”
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DETERMINATIVES

g
Tired man sinking to ground
(weariness, tiredness, 
faintness)

h Man carrying basket on head
(to carry, to work, load up)
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HIERATIC
(from the Greek) hieratika - “priestly writing.” Less 
formal. written in ink with a reed brush on papyrus, 
wood, stone or pottery ostraca



LIMESTONE

OSTRACA



CERAMIC OSTRACA
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DEMOTIC
(from the Greek) epistolographikē - “letter writing.” 
In use from 650 B.C. (26th Dynasty) to A.D. 452 
(December 11th). Fell out of use as Greek 
became the administrative language of the country 





ROOTS OF ANCIENT 
EGYPTIAN WRITING





Serekh with the name 
Narmer

Wash (name of the 
kneeling man)











MESOPOTAMIA

EGYPT

4th Millennium BC



ABYDOS



UMM EL-QA'AB



UMM EL-QA'AB



TOMB U-J



TOMB OF DJER





EGYPT: PURPOSES OF TRADE (BOTH LOCAL AND EXTRA-
LOCAL). TOOL OF THE STATE & PHARAOH

MESOPOTAMIA: PURPOSES OF INVENTORY (TEMPLE) AND 
TAXATION



CARTOUCHE





SHENU (CARTOUCHE) - DENOTES A ROYAL NAME

CAME INTO USE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 4TH DYNASTY

ELONGATED VERSION OF THE SHEN RING





SEREKH





PREDYNASTIC - OLD KINGDOM 
(THOUGH USED SPORADICALLY 
UNTIL LATE PERIOD)

NICHED OR GATED FAÇADE OF A 
PALACE SURMOUNTED BY THE 
HORUS FALCON 





THE END


